
30“Proudly Serving Hampden Township 
and Surrounding Communities since 1954”

295 S. Sporting Hill Road          Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

2012 Citizens’ Fire Academy Starts April 12

2012 Citizens’ Fire 
ACAdemy CurriCulum 

(All classes will be conducted from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
at Fire Station 1, 1200 Good Hope Road)

Thursday, April 12 – Week One
 Introduction to the Fire Service/Firefighting
 Apparatus/Protective Clothing

Thursday, April 19 – Week Two
 Fire Extinguishers, Water Supply, Ladders,
 Methods of Fire Attack

Thursday, April 26 – Week Three
 Vehicle Rescue and Extrication, Hazardous
 Materials Awareness and Response

Thursday, May 3 – Week Four
 Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus,
 Firefighting Scenarios

Thursday, May 10
 Citizens Fire Academy Appreciation Dinner
 and Graduation, 6 p.m.

For more information and an application please contact 
Assistant Chief Jerry Ozog at 717-497-5306.

Have you ever wondered what it’s really like to be a 
volunteer firefighter?  Do you know a volunteer firefighter 
and want to gain insight on what a firefighter does and when 
they respond to a call?  

Do you want to volunteer but don’t know if the fire com-
pany is the right place for you?

If the answer is YES to any of these questions then you 
should attend the Hampden 2012 Citizens’ Fire Academy.

The Academy is FREE and will be held on just four con-
secutive Thursdays, 6:30 to 9:00 p.m., starting April 12 and 
ending May 3, with graduation and an appreciation dinner 
scheduled for May 10.  All classes will be conducted at Fire 
Station 1, which is at 1200 Good Hope Road. Registration 
is limited to 15 participants (18 years or older), so register 
today to reserve a seat.  

More information or to register for the academy is avail-
able from Assistant Fire Chief Jerry Ozog at 497-5306 or at 
jeozog@hacc.edu.

Although the HTVFC welcomes new volunteers in any 
capacity, there is absolutely no obligation or expectation that 
fire academy participants will join the fire company.  The main 
goal is to educate Township residents on fire safety and the 
inner workings of the fire company.

Through classroom presentation and hands-on exer-
cises, the academy will provide residents with:

• A basic understanding of the tactics and strategies 
used in firefighting and rescue operations.  You will 
be provided protective equipment and learn the use of 
equipment, flow water from hoses and other activities 
used daily, including administration of the department.

• A greater understanding of the services the HTVFC 
is able to provide.

• Fire safety information that academy participants can 
share with family, friends and neighbors.

• An enjoyable, interactive atmosphere in which fire 
company members and citizens can share informa-
tion and concerns.

“I’ve always admired firefighters, but that respect 
was taken to another level through the Citizens Fire 
Academy – where I literally stepped into their boots, 
climbed onto a fire truck and rode along on a real 
call.  I witnessed the professionalism of our first 
responders in the performance of their duties, but 
I’ll always remember the sensation – the adrenalin 
rush – of riding in a screaming fire truck en route to 
an accident.  I encourage residents to take advan-
tage of this opportunity to learn first-hand about our 
Fire Department.”

 Nate Silcox
 Hampden Twp. Commissioner

HAmpden townsHip 
Volunteer Fire CompAny
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The 2011 Firefly Golf Tournament, coordinated and man-
aged by Kim Kenawell-Hoffecker and Tom Hoffecker, was 
once again a sellout, for the 13th straight year.

The fund-raising event, held at Armitage Golf Club, fea-
tures two separate tournaments, one on the front nine and 
one on the back nine.  Prizes are awarded to the three best 
teams on each of the nine-hole tournaments. In addition, 
two skill prizes are awarded for each of the tournaments for 
closest to the pin and long drives.

Last year, the tournament raised $10,169. The proceeds 
were given to the Fire Company for the purchase of new fire 
gear and equipment.

This year, the 14th annual nighttime tournament will be 
held on a date to be announced in September at Armitage.  
Anyone interested in playing, contributing prizes or funds or 
becoming one of the many sponsors, please contact Tom 
Hoffecker at 773-5362.

‘touch-a-truck’, 
Barbeque set

The Fire Company will host its 
annual “Touch-a-Truck” and chicken 
barbeque from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 28, at the Good Hope 
Road Fire Station.

Come out for this great event!

exposing An inVisiBle Killer
Each year, more than 150 people die in the U.S. from accidental non-fire related carbon monoxide poisoning as-

sociated with consumer products, including faulty, improperly used or incorrectly vented fuel-burning appliances, such 
as furnaces, stoves, water heaters and fireplaces. 

Carbon monoxide is odorless, colorless and toxic.  It can kill you before you are aware it is in your home.  At low 
levels it can cause mild effects that are often mistaken for the flu.

To protect yourself and your family, install at least one carbon monoxide alarm with 
an audible warning signal near the sleeping areas and outside bedrooms.  The alarms 
measure levels of carbon monoxide over time and are designed to sound an alarm before 
an average, healthy adult would experience symptoms.

Make sure the alarm has been evaluated by a nationally recognized laboratory, such 
as Underwriters Laboratories and have a qualified professional check all fuel-burning 
appliances, furnaces, venting and chimney systems at least once a year.

Never use your range or oven to help heat your home and never use a charcoal grill 
or hibachi in your home or garage.

Never keep a car running in a garage, even if the garage doors are open.  Normal 
circulation will not provide enough fresh air to reliably prevent a dangerous buildup of carbon monoxide.

When purchasing an existing home, have a qualified technician evaluate the integrity of the heating and cooking 
systems, as well as the sealed spaces between the garage and house.

FireFly golF tournAment

MIKE STARVAGGI, center, who retired as President 
of the Hampden Volunteer Fire Company after seven 
years, is honored with resolutions from the State House 
and Senate presented by State Rep. Glen Grell and 
State Sen. Pat Vance.  Starvaggi has been a Hampden 
volunteer firefighter since 1992 and has held numer-
ous official positions with the Fire Company.  He was 
named Firefighter of the Year in 2007.  He first became 
a volunteer firefighter in 1984 with the Weirton Heights, 
WVA, Fire Company.
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After about a year and a half of planning and months of 
training for firefighters, the Predator was placed into service 
in December, 2011, replacing a 31-year-old engine.

The new engine has an extended cab that seats a driver 
and six firefighters, as well as a self-contained breathing ap-
paratus, flashlight, hand tool and radio for each occupant.  It 
has a 750-gallon water tank, a 1,500 GPM pump, a 10 KW 
generator, the ability to pump 20 gallons of Class A foam 
(typically used for residential fires), 50 gallons of Class B 

tHe townsHip’s Volunteer Fire CompAny HAs A new ‘memBer’ —
the 2012 Kme predator severe service Fire engine

foam (typically used for hydrocarbon fuels and methane 
gas) and a light tower.

Class A foam is also used after a fire has been extin-
guished to smother any remaining hot spots, greatly reduc-
ing the potential of rekindling after the fire company has left 
the scene.

Hampden has a total of four engines, two at Sporting 
Hill Road Station and two at the Good Hope Road Station.  
Each station also houses a specialty piece (truck or rescue 
unit), and fire-police to assist with traffic and safety.

In the event of a large-scale emergency, this allows for 
coverage throughout the Township.  All four engines also 
carry thermal imaging cameras, air monitoring equipment, 
natural gas sniffing equipment and a computer for the map-
ping system and for referencing hazmat information.

Volunteer opportunities
The Fire Company is always looking for Township 

residents who are interested in helping the community 
but don’t necessarily want to be a firefighter.  The 
company has a variety of needs for individuals who 
have important skills and talents.

Non-emergency support positions include fund-
raising coordinator, grant writer, information technology 
support, office assistant, community events coordi-
nator, newsletter editor, public relations coordinator, 
photographer/videographer and website design.

Emergency support positions include fire police 
officer (providing incident safety and traffic control) 
and responder rehabilitation (providing food and water 
at scenes).

Firefighter of the Year
Eric Bender, a member of the Township’s Volunteer 

Fire Company since 2006, has been named Firefighter 
of the Year for 2011.

A firefighter at the Naval Support Activity Fire 
Department in Hampden, he has been a volunteer fire-
fighter since he joined the Alert Fire Company in St. Clair 
(Schuylkill County) in 1993. He was also a firefighter in 
the U.S. Air Force from 1997 to 2001 and a member 
of the 193rd Air National Guard Unit Fire Department.
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2012 FIRE COMpAny OFFICERS
President – Steve Goho
Vice President – Steve Wirth
Secretary – Teri Ozog
Treasurer – Mike Taylor
Financial Secretary – Brent Vernmon
Trustees – Jim Yaples, Tom Hoffecker,
 Scott McCabe

2012 RELIEF ASSOCIATIOn 
OFFICERS
President – Steve Wirth
Vice President – Steve Goho
Secretary – Mike Taylor
Treasurer – Leroy Weaver
Trustees – Jerry Ozog, Michael Moyer,
 George Zearing
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SINCE 1954VOLUNTEERS

2012 FIRE OFFICERS
Fire Chief – John Rausch III
Deputy Chief – Eric Bender
Assistant Chief – Jerry Ozog
Assistant Chief – Jason McBride
Captain and Fire Administration
 Officer – Doug Gochenaur
Captain – Tom Hoffecker
Captain – Scott McCabe
Safety Officers – Steve Wirth,
 Mike Taylor, Tom Koestner,
 Steve Goho

2012 Fire CompAny oFFiCers
Administrative and line officers of the HTVFC are elected by the membership at the December meeting.

The 2012 officers are as follows:

Meet Your
Fire

CoMpanY!

The Township’s Volunteer Fire Company will provide residents the opportunity to meet their local 
volunteer firefighters and support staff from 7 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, March 29, at Good Hope Fire Sta-
tion, 1200 Good Hope Road.

As members of the Fire Company we want to interact with residents and businesses to demon-
strate the different levels of volunteering needed to run a successful operation.  This will also be a great 
opportunity to kick off our Citizens Fire Academy and have a question and answer session, as well as 
light refreshments.

Come out and share this event with us!


